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DRAFTED BY:AF/E:R BRESLER 
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P 101724Z FEB 75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TANANARIVE PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 029777 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MA, PGOV, PFOR 

SUBJECT: CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE TO NEW MALAGASY CHIEF OF 
STATE 

1. REQUEST YOU CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO COLONEL 
RATSIMANDRAVA FROM PRESIDENT FORD. QUOTE EXCELLENCY, 

I WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND TO YOU, BOTH PERSONALLY AND ON 
BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS 
ON THE OCCASION OF YOUR ACCESSION TO THE OFFICE OF CHIEF 
OF STATE OF THE MALAGASY REPUBLIC, AND BEST 

WISHES FOR YOUR SUCCESS. THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
LOOKS FORWARD TO CONTINUED GOOD RELATIONS WITH YOUR 
GOVERNMENT. SINCERELY, GERALD R. FORD. END QUOTE. 

2. DEPARTMENT DOES NOT PLAN TO RELEASE TEXT OF MESSAGE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 029777 

BUT DOES NOT OBJECT IF GOMR WHSHES TO DO SO. INGERSOLL 
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